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Common Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtials) 
 

Description:  
Harmless, medium-
sized, with 
distinctive black and 
yellow stripes, these 
live in many 
different rural and  
suburban areas  and are often found near pools, on 
hilltops, along rivers, and in backyards. They are not 
venomous, but may bite when handled, and may 
defecate (poop) on the person holding them, releasing 
a foul odor. 
Size: 2 feet 
 
Brown Snake (Storeria dekayi)  
 

Description:  
True to their 
name, brown 
snakes are 
brown with a 
lighter-colored  
stripe down the back and a row of small black spots on 
each side. Mainly active in the daytime, in hot weather 
they may be out at night instead.  Although they will 
bite when threatened, they are not venomous. 
Size: 9 to 13 inches 
 
Western Fox Snake 
(Elaphe vulpina) 
 

Description:  Yellow to 
dark brown with brown 
or black markings and 
yellow bellies with black 
marks, adult snakes 
have unmarked bronze 
colored heads.  Although 
they lack rattles, Western fox snakes can make a 
rattling sound when shaking their tails.  They also may 
hiss when threatened. They are not venomous.  
 

 
 
 

Size: At 35 to 56 inches from head to tail tip, the 
Western fox snake is among Wisconsin's longest. 
 
Northern Water Snake (Nerodia sipedon) 
 

Description:  These come in many color variations, 
most often gray or brown with brown or reddish 
markings, lighter colored bellies with dark, crescent-
shaped spots.  Very large northern water snakes may 
appear completely 
brown or black.  They 
are not venomous. 
Size: Newborns are 6  
to 10 inches long.  
They grow to be 24 
to 42 inches. Females  
are generally bigger 
than males. 
 
Northern Ringneck Snake  
(Diadophis puntatus edwardsi) 
 

Description: These small, slender snakes have yellow, 
cream, or orange neck rings; bright yellow, orange, or 
red bellies, frequently marked with black spots; and 
gray, olive, brownish, or black backs.  Their neck rings 
may be interrupted, obscure, or occasionally absent.  
Secretive; most often seen under flat rocks, logs, or 
loose bark of dead trees, they rarely attempt to bite 
when picked up, but may defecate, releasing a foul 
odor.  They are not venomous. 
Size: 10-30 inches 
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Deer Mouse 
(Peromyscus 
maniculatus) 
 

Description:  With 
bulging eyes and 
large ears, Deer Mice  
may have tails shorter than head-and-body, or 
strikingly longer, depending on the species. 
Size: 3.1 to 6.7 inches long 
 
White Tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus) 

 

Description: Slender, 
with hooved feet and 
long, thin legs, but don't 
let those skinny legs fool 
you: Deer are able to run 
up to 40 miles per hour, 
jump 9 foot fences, and 
swim 13 miles per hour. 

 
 

 
 
Coyote (Canis latrans) 
 

Description:  Coyotes have long, thin legs, tapered 
muzzles, yellow-colored eyes like foxes, large, pointed 
ears, and bushy, black-tipped drooping tails. 
Size:  Adult males 
range from 44 to 52 
inches long, including 
their 14-inch tails—
about the same as a 
medium-sized dog—
and weigh between 25 
to 42 pounds. 
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